




A MESSAGE FROM 
DANI ELAZAR

Dear friends,

With great excitement we celebrated the graduation of the 7th cohort of our Jerusalem 
High School last June.  At the ceremony I told our new graduates that while there are 
thousands of high school seniors  graduating this week, their celebration is different.  They 
chose an education with a vision of repairing the world, and they have taken that mission 
upon themselves for life .

As I get to know the students, teachers, and families of Hand in Hand this past year, I am 
struck by the sparkle in everyone’s eyes, knowing that they are part of something bigger 
than a school—they are realizing this dream of shared living.

Hand in Hand is about education, within the classroom and also far beyond its walls.  
We are here to impact Jewish-Arab relations in Israel, to build mutual respect and 
genuine partnership.  Hand in Hand›s grassroots communities are agents of change, 
institutionalizing the values of equality and trust in cities and towns from the Galilee to 
Jerusalem. 

Now is the time to take the next step.  Reflecting on 20 years of accomplishment, I am in 
awe.  Looking ahead to the next 20, we are driven to achieve more.  We are adding new 
classes each year and launching new communities and government partnerships.  Hand 
in Hand has built an enormous trove of educational resources, and we are turned to again 
and again by educators and education officials to learn how we succeed in our mission 
of bilingual, integrated, and equalizing education.  To formalize this work, we have begun 
developing a pedagogical resource center to serve both our own school network and other 
schools around the country with expert multicultural curricula that educates towards 
tolerance, empathy, and equality.  

Thank you for your partnership on this path,

Dani Elazar 
Hand in Hand  CEO
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ARE WE DESTINED TO

ETERNAL CONFLICT?
Hand in Hand is a growing network of Jewish-Arab schools and communities, created to address the 
generations-long divisions between Israel’s Jewish and Arab communities.  The schisms are pervasive: 
we live apart, rarely share public spaces or culture, and educate our children separately.  Though we all 
are citizens, we speak different languages, rarely socialize or communicate meaningfully, and indeed 
typically fear one another.  Decade after decade of polarization fuels continued mistrust, hate, and 
discrimination, leaving our society broken.

Public education in Israel, far from bringing 
diverse children together, calcifies these patterns 
of separation.  The K-12 public school system 
educates Arab, Ultra-Orthodox, Jewish Secular, 
and Jewish National Religious children in separate 
schools.  The next generation rarely interacts, 
entrenching the dominant practice of polarization 
deeper in our culture.  

Last year the Israel State Comptroller submitted a report to the Knesset calling out the 
public education system’s failure to combat discrimination among students over the past 
20 years.  It also names the solution:

During these same 20 years, Hand in Hand has grown from two small classes into a 
nationwide, grassroots social movement that declares our foremost shared value: Jews 
and Arabs can live together, learn together, and build a better future for us all, together.

“We must convey an unequivocal message to 
all the streams in the education system and to 
everyone entering it—students and education 
staff from preschool through to Grade 12—that 
Israel is a democratic state belonging to all its 
citizens and resting on values shared by all the 
groups and individuals residing in it.”

Will our      
grandchildren 

be fighting  

The Israeli Education System

Jews only Arabs only



Will our      
grandchildren 

be fighting  

the same battles 
our grandparents 
fought?
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The formula for sustainable change is to bring students 
together continuously from a young age, radically altering 
their understanding of the other and the conflict and 
enabling a real perspective shift.  In 2017-18, over 1,750 
Arab and Jewish students around the country studied 
together in Hand in Hand’s six bilingual schools, where 
both Hebrew and Arabic are the vernacular.    Students 
learn each other’s languages, cultures, and histories, and 
put the values of equality and mutual respect into real-
life, daily practice.  Hand in Hand schools are immersed in 
the incredibly complex work of raising a new generation 
unshackled from inherited fears and equipped to engage 
conventional ‘enemies.’  Hand in Hand students graduate 
empathic, sophisticated, skilled in dialogue, and equipped 
to actualize their values. 

Inspiring change from within the public system, Hand in 
Hand schools are recognized and subsidized by the Israel 
Ministry of Education.  In the next 20 years, we aim to be 
present in every mixed Jewish-Arab area in Israel.  

Behind every Hand in Hand student is a family making the 
remarkable choice to educate their children in a mixed Jewish-
Arab school.  The collective force of thousands of these 
families, living their values of equality despite the conflict, 
creates a new way of life in Israel.  Our adult community 
members are transformed by celebrating holidays together, 
sharing each other›s heritage, and directly engaging our most 
divisive issues in respect and empathy.  Community members 
are resilient partners in educating our children toward genuine 
peace, acting as true ambassadors for shared society.  

Schools

Communities

OUR MODEL



Schools   |   7

We aim to inspire a shift in Arab-Jewish relations through the power of the Hand 
in Hand model.  We work closely with decision makers at national and local levels 
to support our schools, who provide the institutional partnership we need and 
leverage the impact of Hand in Hand on their city.  

Hand in Hand welcomes media coverage sharing our story, inspiring millions 
within Israel and around the world with the understanding that living together in 
peace is actually a viable path.  

Now with two decades of experience and expertise, and a collection of original 
educational materials, Hand in Hand is repeatedly approached by education 
leaders from around Israel to share what we know.  Planning the next step, we›ve 
begun developing a resource center to systemize our work, serving Hand in 
Hand staff as well as programming for Arab and Jewish educators around the 
country

«FIND A GOOD QUOTE FOR HERE»

BROADER ISRAELI 
PUBLIC

SCHOOLS
COMMUNITYGOVERMENT

עה
שפ

ה
ير
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OUR IMPACT
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What began 20 years ago with 50 Arab and 
Jewish children, has grown to a powerful and 
growing network of six schools, over 1,750 
students, and thousands of diverse families all 
choosing a different path.  Today there are Hand 
in Hand schools in Jerusalem, Wadi Ara, the 
Galilee, Jaffa, Haifa, and Kfar Saba.  We foster 
energized learning environments of integration 
and bilingualism that bring children together 
from preschool through 12th grade.

Our schools are bilingual Hebrew-Arabic, giving 
students access to one another›s worlds.  Arab 
and Jewish co-teachers lead most Hand in 
Hand classrooms, giving students native-level 
instruction in two languages while role modeling 
cross-cultural partnership.  Programming is 
multicultural, following a shared calendar and 
program honoring Jewish, Muslim, and Christian 
holidays.  Hand in Hand schools are committed 
to excellence in both values and learning, 
providing small class sizes and innovative 
pedagogic methods such as Project Based 
Learning, outdoor classrooms, and pioneering 
second-language acquisition programming.

Most importantly, our schools are environments 
of equality, multiple perspectives, and critical 
thinking.  Students are taught to be proud of 
their own culture together with a profound 
respect for the other.  Hand in Hand schools 
are raising a new generation, free of fear of 
the other, and equipped to live together in 
friendship and mutual trust.

Hand in Hand schools are part of the Ministry 
of Education system, and we teach core ministry 
curricula alongside an inclusive approach 

to language, history, citizenship, arts, and 
religious heritage.  Bilingual, multicultural 
learning cultivates understanding of multiple 
perspectives and sharpens critical thinking skills.  
Our teachers create classrooms of academic 
excellence infused with the values of human 
dignity, equality, mutual respect, and empathy.

Hand in Hand teachers are trained to facilitate 
open and honest dialogue with students. By 
providing a safe environment to voice different 
perspectives and narratives we create real 
bonds and long-lasting friendships between 
Jewish and Arab children and families across 
Israel. 

Students graduate Hand in Hand with highly 
sophisticated interpersonal skills and a rich 
understanding of our complex histories and 
the conflict today.  They will be new models of 
leaders in our society.

“This is the beginning of 
change.  At our school you 
can talk to kids who are 
mature, who see the full 
picture, who respect both 
sides.  This is what life 
should be.”
Wurud Mansour, 
Hand in Hand Parent and Community Member

SCHOOLS

תי ספר
ב

س
المدار
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1. Bilingual schools “promote tolerance and reconciliation in divided societies.” 1 

2. “Knowing a language and having familiarity with a another culture serve as a moderating factor in situations of 
tension between populations” 2

3. Giving students access to another language opens doors to entire new worlds of art, literature, perspective, and 
narrative. 

4. “It (Bilingual Education) can have a profound effect on your brain, improving cognitive skills not related to 
language» and the bilingual children «think faster, and know at a subconscious level that there is always more than 
one possibility.” 3 

5. “Multilingual exposure improves not only children’s cognitive skills but also their social abilities…children in multilingual 
environments have social experiences that provide routine practice in considering the perspectives of others.” 4

1 Gallagher, T., and G. Duffy. 2016. “Recognising Difference While Promoting Cohesion: The Role of Collaborative Networks in  Education.” In Tolerance and 

Diversity in Ireland, North and South, edited by I. Honohan and N. Rougier, 35-54. Manchester, NH: Manchester University Press.
2 Belikoff, Michal. Learning Arabic in Hebrew Education, Sikkuy, 2018.
3 Bhattacharjee, Yudhijit. “Why Bilinguals Are Smarter.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 17 Mar. 2012, www.nytimes com/2012/03/18/opinion/sunday/

the-benefits-of-bilingualism.html.
Hemon, Aleksandar. “Pathologically Bilingual .” Specimen - The Babel Review of Translations, 5 May 2018, www.specimen.press/articles/pathologically-bilingual/.
4 Kinzler, Katherine. “The Superior Social Skills of Bilinguals.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 11 Mar. 2016, www.nytimes.com/2016/03/13/opinion/

sunday/the-superior-social-skills-of-bilinguals.html. 

GROWING DEMAND

It is the day-to-day, year-after-year experience of a Hand in Hand 
education that transforms lives.  It is here where children become 
friends before realizing that society expects them to be enemies.  
And here where they discover both themselves and the other 
at the same time, learning to replace divisiveness and fear with 
understanding and empathy.  This new path of trust between 
Arabs and Jews begins in the classroom and endures for life.

The demand to join Hand in Hand schools grows each year.  In 2017-18 
we opened 6 new classes, and 800 children remained on waiting lists!  
We partner with public officials to support the schools, and impact the 
public education system from within. 

“I take my hat off to you, 
you have changed Jaffa. 
There has never been 
such a massive demand 
for one kindergarten. 
Something real has 
taken place here.”

Senior Education Official in the Tel-Aviv-Jaffa Municipality

Why Bilingual Education?

905 
Students

1,907 
Students

2018
2017

2016
201520142013
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Hand in Hand strives for excellence in all we do.  We are proud that the incredible work of our 
students and staff members has been recognized this past year.

Other recognition included:

The Ramon Space Olympiad
The Hand in Hand Jerusalem team placed 2nd 
out of 250 schools in the countrywide middle 
school astronomy competition.  Imbuing their 
values with their scientific studies, students 
designed a low-cost satellite that locates 
asylum seekers in danger at sea and sends 
a signal to responder teams.  The judges 
expressed admiration for both their scientific 
prowess and the laudable values expressed in 
their choice of project.

Director of IsraAid Yotam Politzer said that 
“the idea for this project is not only exciting, 
but a vision that would save thousands Syrian 
refugees running for their lives.”  This is how 
we live our values at Hand in Hand.

• Excellent Preschool Teacher, Tel Aviv-Jaffa 
Hand in Hand Jaffa preschool teacher Marseil Hadad was awarded this prestigious accolade by Tel 
Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai for her dedication and caring approach

• 2018 Breakthrough Prize for Innovative Education, Misgav 
District, Galilee 
Iris Giller-Klein was recognized for her ”groundbreaking efforts to innovate education in the 
Misgav region” by Regional Council Head Ron Shani and Regional Educational Director Noa Tzuk.

• Excellent ”Meitzav” Standardized Results 
5th grade students in the Max Rayne Jerusalem Hand in Hand School scored results in both 
Hebrew and Arabic standardized language tests well above the national average, where most 
students are only tested on either Hebrew or Arabic.

• We Work Creator Awards, National Finalist 
Hand in Hand was chosen as a top 3 finalist from hundreds of Israeli nonprofits, recognized for our 
efforts to change Israeli society

PRIZES & RECOGNITION
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GOVERNMENT 
PARTNERSHIPS & SYSTEMIC IMPACT

Hand in Hand does not operate in a bubble.  Our schools are part of the Ministry of Education public 
system, helping mainstream integrated education within the public sphere and allocating public 
funding for shared society work.  

Hand in Hand staff and community members work closely with city and Ministry of Education officials 
in every location where we open and operate schools.  We present at professional conferences and 
advising on how to bring values like pluralism and tolerance into other schools in the city. We also 
invite them to visit our schools and understand the work and its importance—and they are often deeply 
affected. 

In our host cities throughout Israel, bilingual children›s programming has spread to other institutions 
like libraries and day care centers.  Hundreds of local residents join parents in community activities.  
The Tel Aviv-Jaffa preschool administration commissioned multicultural curricula from Hand in Hand.  
Our parents are joined by hundreds of others at Hand in Hand community activities, and community 
centers are partnering with us to create programming for integrated Arab-Jewish audiences.

We have precipitated a perspective shift among officials we work with, who in turn have enacted 
policies like publicizing written material in two languages and encouraging local businesses to offer 
Arabic translations.  Each year this impact widens, furthering a new norm of inclusion in society.

Wherever you find a Hand in Hand school,  
we impact the local area.  

“When I go up to heaven one 
day, and they ask me what 
I did to get there, I will tell 
them about this project. 
Because this project gives 
people hope. It gives hope 
to people - not ideas or 
ideologies - to people who 
want to live together, to 
live in dignity and mutual 
understanding.”
Senior Education Official in the Tel-Aviv-Jaffa Municipality

חינוך
التربية

שיח حوار
ת

תרבו
ثقافة



Schools

Schools   |   13

EDUCATION 
THE

DEPARTMENT

Our Education Department fuels the sophisticated learning operation at Hand in Hand.  Teachers are on the 
frontlines of our educational mission, providing a multicultural, bilingual, and immersive learning experience for 
students at all grade levels.  Without any external resources available, the Hand in Hand Education Department 
prepares original programming to train teachers to lead classrooms unlike any other in the country.

Our pedagogic supervisors provide bi-weekly in-service coaching to nearly 300 teachers, furthering best 
practices for multicultural and bilingual learning, refining co-teaching techniques, and developing original and 
inclusive curricula for subjects like history, culture and religious heritage, and civics.  We run a principals› forum 
to support our leadership, and collaborate with experts to advance second language acquisition programming.  
Critically, the pedagogic supervisors work with teachers to build classroom cultures of mutual respect and 
trust—enabling students to build lasting bridges and take responsibility for the world around them.  

Diverse students learn together—diverse teachers must work together.  Expert facilitators lead teachers in 
dialogue sessions that enable them to stand in front of a classroom as partners, modeling mutual respect even 
while disagreeing.  Teachers gain the skills to lead their students in the dialogue work critical to honest and safe 
sharing of any issue.  This openness is the key to building genuine and lasting relationships across cultural and 
social divides.   

The Hand in Hand Education Department will also lead a new resource center, now in planning stages, 
developing second-language acquisition standards and formalizing multicultural curricula for all grades.  
Eventually we hope the resource center will open its doors to train hundreds of teachers from around the 
country in principles of bilingualism, diversity, and equality as well. 

Pedagogic Training

Dialogue

Formalizing Resources

The Hand in Hand Education 
Department provides teachers 

with the toolbox to 
nurture their students 
academically and as 
empathic, values-
driven young 
adults equipped 
to change 
society.

חינוך
التربية

שיח حوار
ת

תרבו
ثقافة
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COMMUNITIES
Hand in Hand›s growing communities are trailblazing 
shared living in the face of tribal conflict and 
division—a constituency of Arabs and Jews, women 
and men, children and adults.  Each community 
member becomes a Hand in Hand ambassador, 
empowered to stand up for their values and leverage 
our message further to countless more throughout 
the country.

Incredibly diverse, Hand in Hand parents are united 
in their unconventional choice to send their children 
to school with “the other.”  Yet coming together 
in a conflict zone is not easy, and so we provide 
programming throughout the year to cultivate 
friendships of mutual trust and appreciation, and 
remain committed to shared living throughout the 
vicissitudes of the conflict.  Our communities also 
welcome other adults wishing to be part of this 
movement for change.

In 2017-18, Hand in Hand’s adult community programming reached more than XXXX unique participants 
through regular activities, alongside many more thousands of relatives and friends impacted by shared living 
on an ongoing basis. Community members help advocate for public support of Hand in Hand, and amplify the 
message to the world that social inclusion and civic equality are viable in Israel today.

2017-18 COMMUNITY PROGRAM AT A GLANCE:

 

• Parent-child 
activities • Civic 

engagement • Lectures and 
workshops • Countrywide 

family gathering •  National 
leadership seminar • Facilitated 

dialogue sessions • Language 
classes • Shared holiday 

celebrations • Cultural text 
studies • Cultivating 
community gardens

63 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES COUNTRY-WIDE

1,593 ADULTS PARTICIPATED IN ACTIVITIES



 “Each one of those schools is more than just a 
school, but it is really an integrated community 
center which is bringing a new kind of potential 
for relationships across the communities.  It’s a 
remarkable example of what is possible to do and 
achieve as a peacebuilding intervention in a place 
where the conflict is not at all resolved.”
Dr. Ned Lazarus, conflict resolution expert who has been researching Hand in Hand since 2012, on an April 2018 
Episode of the BBC radio’s “People Fixing the World” 
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ALUMNI
Hand in Hand’s Alumni Program empowers 
graduates to translate their shared living 
experiences into engagement and leadership 
in their own spaces.  The alumni program—
with retreats, dialogue sessions, shared 
holiday celebrations, and more—provides the 
resources to harness their individual talents 
into values-driven service and leadership. 

Alumni are our most important ambassadors.  
Now with close to 500 graduates between the 
ages of 18 and 25, our alumni are finding ways 
to translate the Hand in Hand experience into 
their adult lives.  They are bringing Arab and 
Jewish students together on their university 
campuses, organizing social action campaigns, 
and volunteering.  Each year the alumni 
community grows as new cohorts of school 
graduates join the community.

“Everywhere I go – I am proud 
to say that I am a graduate of the 
Galilee School. A place where I 
learned that every person has 
endless richness and is a world 
unto themselves; that every person 
has a place and a path. I grew up 
knowing that Aya is special just like 
Yuval and Rawan… And I learned 
to accept freedom in its fullness in 
everything that I do.”
Aya Abu Saleh, graduate of the Hand in Hand Galilee School
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SHARING OUR STORY

As the voices of extremism grow louder in Israel and around the world, it 
is crucial to strengthen the voices of equality, justice, and peace.  While 
the dominant narrative is conflict, Hand in Hand proves that another 
perspective is possible.  We know that the Hand in Hand story has the 
power to be transformative, and media coverage helps mainstream this 
story of hope to millions each year in Israel and overseas.  

The media also recognizes the power of our story.  When conflict strikes, 
reporters call us for stories proving that a different future is achievable.  
In 2017-18 we received coverage in XX outlets including the BBC, 
Haaretz, Duetsche Welle, Arte, Yedioth Ahronoth, and more.

Hand in Hand was thrilled to welcome over 2,500 visitors to our schools in 2017-18, who came and 
experienced Hand in Hand first hand.  Thank you to members of parliament from Canada, Ireland, and the 
Czech Republic, donors, researchers, and friends for visiting us this year and carrying the Hand in Hand 
story home with you.

Visitors

Media

Vistors

Insert thumbnail 
of BBC video



WHAT WE’VE LEARNED & 

WHERE ARE WE HEADED?
The 2016 State Comptroller report 
criticized the Israeli public school system 
for failing to educate students against 
racism during the past 20 years. The report 
asserts that the Ministry of Education must 
train teachers to educate toward shared 
society and “promote long-term mandatory 
programs for assimilating the values of 
tolerance, a shared society and prevention 
of racism.”

During these same two decades Hand in 
Hand grew from two classes of 50 young 
children into a network of six schools with 
thousands of students, graduates, and 
community members.  Every Hand in Hand 
teacher is rigorously trained to lead classrooms of mutual trust and acceptance, and each student receives a 
multicultural and bilingual education steeped in the values of equality, fairness, and respect.

We have spent the past 20 years developing our model, learning how to teach an integrated student body 
in a conflict zone, in two languages, and at every grade level.  We have established procedures to work with 
decision makers and gain public support.  We have built vibrant adult communities living the values of shared 
society.  We are ready for more.

In the next 20 years we aim to run schools 
and communities in every mixed Jewish-
Arab area of Israel.  To fully develop 
and standardize curricular and training 
materials for educators of grades K to 12, 
serving Hand in Hand schools and teachers 
countrywide.  To operate our schools as a 
part of the Ministry of Education system, 
with public support and institutional 
partnerships.  And to run a vibrant schedule 
of adult community programming, with 
engaged members impacting those around 
them and promoting shared society.

If Hand in Hand achieves this growth of breadth and depth, becoming a prime social-educational movement, 
we will leverage catalytic changes in Jewish-Arab relations in Israel.  It will not be a change of rhetoric, but a 
lived, day-to-day norm.  

Hand in Hand has developed the formula to reshape Israel’s future.  
Together with partners and friends around the world, we will build 
a new reality for Israel.  Please join us!
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